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Ineke’s different mobility ‘roles’:
• Consultant Mobility & Space with SOAB
• Lecturer Mobility and Urban Planning NHTV
• Member ‘National Board for Traffic Safety’
• Ex member National Cycling Board
• Member I-ce pool of experts
• ‘Traffic Parent’ primary school
• Member Breda Board for Environment
• Background: urban planning (TU 

Aachen) and traffic planning (NHTV)

Personal ‘Leit-Motiv’: sustainable urban planning –
sustain.mobility - living environment - users - participation 

Introduction....
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This is about Space for Kids



....
– Why

1. Problems for kids
• Traffic dangers

– Objective: fatalities and injured
– Subjective: feelings, vulnerable

• Social dangers
• Scale enlargements

– > distances, less facilities
• Spatial problems 

– No space for kids
– Higher densities, less space

• Health: obesity
• Physics: length, skills
• Community and gender

– Working parents (busy, busy…)
• Domestic violence

More ‘Fat Kids’……



Dutch kids facts We take away freedom 
of movement of our kids

SOAB and national surveys:
• 70% accompanied to school
• school-modal split

– car: average: 23% (6-55%) 
– cycle: average 45%
– walking: average 32% 

• 75% kids < 2 km school
• Accidents: 

– 38% on schoolroutes
– 62% playing

• Kids: 17 km pppd (ad: 32) 
– Car 14, walk 1, cycle 1,7 km. 
– Km ‘eaters’: visits,education
– Half of the trips: by car

• 90% kids: own a bike
• Parent-mobility p. week:

– 80 km school, clubs, 
friends

• Each year to Mars



Modal splits Primary schools in the 
Netherlands
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Little kids,  
BIG problems, 
no pressure group
• Car traffic is dangerous
• Kids: 

– More and longer te be accompanied
– Lose their freedom of movement and 

independancy
– Lose skills in traffic
– Inactivity (health)
– Radius decreases
– Playing and sporting only under 

supervision and in pre destinated areas

• Policies of local government = 
‘wipkip’

Kids should have the right to 
move theirselves, walking 
and cycling. They have the 
right on more space in town



Conclusion: time for K.i.d.S!
Kids In De Streets

• Cities not fit for kids: survey
• Young families flee to suburbs 

vitality of towns declined
• Negative developments 

– mobility, traffic and social safety, 
space use, social structure and 
cohesion and economy

• Kids ‘forgotten group’ in 
city and transport planning
– for animals: wildlife tunnels, 

ecological corridors
– for Kids: left spaces, ‘wipkip’

• Kids are not on political agenda

We have norms for green and car parking, but not for play grounds!



2. Vision: K.i.d.S 

Four reasons for K.i.d.S:
• Space and K.i.d.S
• Mobility and K.i.d.S
• Community and K.i.d.S
• Economy and K.i.d.S

Goal: integral kid-friendly policy,  
concepts and projects!



Vision: possibilities for K.i.d.S in 
space and mobility

3 levels:

Micro-level
Design & measures on

street level

Macro-level
Spatial plans and policy on

provincial, regional and local level

Meso-level
Structures and measures in

neighbourhoods-



3. Initiatives for K.i.d.S in The 
Netherlands: macro-level

Policy, concepts and projects
NL: 
• Initiative law proposal Playgrounds: 3%
• National Brochure for school approach
• 30 zones and litter container actions
• Safety Label for schools (province Brabant)
• ANWB-website ‘safer neighbourhoods’
• City of Delft: big project ‘Kids Safer through Delft’: 7 school-projects, 3 Kid 

Grids
• Platform for Youth, Jantje Beton
• Congress Childstreet: rights for kids
Cape Town/BEN: 
• School projects, Youth Environment Schools
• KiSS flyer with I-ce
Belgium: 30-km zone around schools, Octopus National Campaign
NL: Kid Grid® or KindLint in Amsterdam, Delft, Eindhoven



In Belgium and (new) in 
the Netherlands:

Octopus Campaign



City level: Delft and Amsterdam

Delft: 7 kids project
• Schoolprojects

• Traffic teacher
• Traffic parents
• Cycle parking
• School quiz
• Website
• Cycle routes

• Kid Grid

Amsterdam
• Kid Grid 
(neighbourhood-level)

Delft School Charter, signed……



Basisschool
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Neighbourhood



Playgrounds and other ‘kids magnets’



Voorbeeld: Traverse Werkendam
Adults use these routes….



But kids prefer……



That’s why we developed Kid Grid or KindLint



Advantages Kid Grid:

Not only good for kids……

• Conflict-free routes to play and move
• Freedom to choose own ways
• Younger, independent
• Larger area to play and move
• Safe crossings
• Recognition for car users
• Attractive for kids
• Links for kid’s important 

destinations
• Route is marked for kids



Kindlint Hof van Delft: cycling and 
walking

School

Possible Kid Grid Play Street

More playground quality in park

Crossing

Civil Neighbourhood 
centre

Swimming PoolCycle route through 
park

Example Kid Grid Delft

High quality 

playground



Example Kid Grid Amsterdam: 
designed with kids



4. Meso-level: initiatives and 
concepts for K.i.d.S

– More attention for problems and 
chances for kids IN living areas

– More attention for problems and 
chances for kids at crossings

– More integral reconstruction plans for 
older neighbourhoods

– Design for all: what’s good for kids
2 Examples: 

• Main Road Section small city (Werkendam) 

• Revitalisation area in small city (Zevenbergen)



Example Main Road

Problems Werkendam

• Unclear design 

• Speed of car traffic

• Situation for cyclists unclear

• Lot of supermarket-cyclists

• Crossings  

• Experience/quality of spatial 
design

• Behaviour unpredictable

• Vulnerable users of space

• Insufficient space for seniors 
and kids



‘Wire’- method Werkendam

• Integral: Spatial Planning and Mobility 

• Province Brabant and city Werkendam

• Traject with 3 primary schools, 2 supermarkets

and senior home

• Survey:
• crossings, modal choices

• routes, problems, behaviour

• space, experience

Kaart C1000



Proposed measures 

• Short cuts with footbridge for school (avoid traject)

• Lane principle with trees

• Cycle paths and cycle crossings along main road 

• Zebra’s for senior home and school zone for school

• Education Program for schools

school



Meso-level: initiatives and 
concepts for K.i.d.S

– More attention for allocation schools in case of 
merging or newly built or planned schools

– Integral reconstruction- or revitalisation plans

Example Zevenbergen

• School is the heart of a 
neighbourhood

• Pedestrian zones around 
the school

• Cycle routes without car 
traffic towards school

• Combination of schoolyard 
and play ground in new area



Close roads: take back space from 
cars

Amsterdam: closed streets for cars and gave them back to 
the kids!



Or: re-organisation road hierarchy

FEW WILL DO!! Car: 3 ways, 
Cycle/walk: 29, 62 or 36 ways

1 extra kids friendly network

A A

B B



5. Micro-level: initiatives and 
concepts for K.i.d.S

– National School brochure 
– School Zone 20? 30?
– ‘School Confetti®’
– I-ce’s Kiss Puzzle
– ‘Board of Dirty Kids’

High-tech for pedestrians: 

self-detection zebra



Example school area Noordwijkerhout: discussion 
with parents and school team

– Discuss with 
parents and school 
team: kids or cars 
in front of school 
door?

– Separate cars and 
NMT

– Secure cycle and 
foot networks

– Pure psychology: 
– cars should first 

pass school and 
then park

– Car parking in 
distance



For school areas:
School Zone and 

Confetti-concept®

School Zone Purmerend



More than infrastructure: consciousness, 
commitment and charters

Traffic Week

Training Cycle skills 

Signing of charter

see Kiss flyer



Cycle Circuit around the school for 
parents and kids

Traffic circuit on schoolyard, for all 
ages different goals

Drawing Traffic Signs

Tailor Made programs for parents and schools: 
‘Traffic Menu’ based on school problems



Discuss your ideas and plans…. 



Organize a street-workshop 
(Cycle Street Boxtel)

– ‘Life’ examples of 3 
solutions 

– Visualisation of 
possibilities and 
(dis)advantages

– Discussion on the 
street with inhabitants, 
police, councilor, kids



• Goal: awareness for parents, 
kids and road users

• Traffic survey by kids (in 
class, on the street)

• Enforcement on 
unacceptable behaviour like:
- Speed - Parking
- Zebra - Cycling on pavement

Enforcement and education: 
police and kids



Micro-level: don’t forget to 
ask kids themselves!

• Kids have wild ideas
• All planners can help 

them to translate them

‘Board of Dirty Kids’:

6 years old ‘expert’



6. Conclusions

More info: schoolzone.nl     kindlint.nl      kidgrid.nl     soab.nl

1. Kids have right to 
their own space in 
our cities and 
streets, for cycling, 
walking and playing!

2. Space for kids 
means integral 
policy, integral 
planning on more 
levels!

3. Kids are real 
experts and should 
be involved in 
planning!

Micro-level: Elephant-crossing

‘oversteek-fant’


